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Abstract: “George couldn’t take his eyes off the little line. It was almost at the bottom of 
the screen – then seemed to pull up a tiny bit. It was still falling, but not quite so steeply. 
George stared – and it did it again. Someone behind him took a deep breath. George 
glanced at Eric – and saw that he was beaming in delight, his eyes flicking back and forth 
over the unceasing columns of numbers. 

‘Not what we expected!’ Eric whispered to himself. ‘Not what we expected at all!’” 

It is known from George and the Big Bang by Lucy & Stephen Hawking that the simulation 
of the Big Bang by Cosmos, the supercomputer has verified all are theories about time and 
space as we know them. 
Pushing the moral panic button is a Hungarian specialty, according to Professor Endre 
Sík, since such an expensive and long-lasting manipulation affecting all can hardly be 
found anywhere else in the world. It happened in a period when the tendency to view 
migration and terrorism as key problems increased significantly in the whole of Europe. 
What is the use of the budget when pushing the moral panic button results in growing 
xenophobia? The face of the moral panic button is Yoomurjak, who is a free and well-
known brand (Eclipse of the Crescent Moon (Egri csillagok) is part of the national core 
curriculum), a Turk, a Muslim, an illegal trespasser, a kidnapper, a loser, disabled, scary 
and “cut by a Turkish child………” 
We start our analysis with the Muqaddimah, written by Ibn Khaldun, the 14th-century 
Muslim philosopher, and we arrive at researcher Stuart Rankin explaining the theory of the 
Big Bang. We have experimented with applying patterns described by the leading figure of 
Islamic economics in order to understand the effect migration and pushing the moral panic 
button have on taxes. 
During our work we may not get such a surprise as Professor Eric, when we find that rules 
we have known for centuries apply to the moral panic button as well. 

Keywords: taxation, migration, yield, assessment, moral, army, jealousy, propaganda, 
authority 
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1 The Methodology 
In our work we use primary and secondary data. Żirst we analyse the Muqaddimah 
by Ibn Khaldun with the technique ő qualitative content analysis then ̋inalise our 
hypothesis which prőessor źndre Sík published in his β016 nonľscienti̋ic article 
‘A hungarikum: the moral-panic-button’. 

‘Content analysis is a research technique for making replicable and valid 
inference from text (or other meaningful matter)to the context of their use.’ 
(Krippendor̋̋Ľ β00Ő)  

Throǔh our analysis we strive to de̋ine with only a ̋ew key words what Ibn 
Khaldun thoǔht about the economicĽ taxational and moral e̋̋ects ő emǐration. 
A̋ter the statistical analysis ő identi̋ied key words (word countiňĽ ̋requency 
analysis)Ľ we analyze their context to describe their apparent and hidden content. 

We compare the views ő the 1Őthľcentury Islamic economist ǎainst źndre Sík’s 
nonľscienti̋ic article and β1st statistics. 

2 The Muqaddimah 
Ibn Khaldun (1γγβľ1Ő06) was born in an era that saw the rise and ̋all ő small 
states. The Islamic empire was characterized by social and political motion in this 
period. His noble ̋amily le̋t Spain when Żerdinand III occupied Seville. He was 
born in Tunis in 1γγβ. Raised to be a scholarly Andalusian intellectualĽ he became 
̋amiliar with contemporary Islamic scienceĽ art and poetry (Hoizen; β00ř). His 
political career started at the ǎe ő 17Ľ a̋ter his parents died ő plǎue. He acted 
as a political advisor to the leaders ő several North A̋rican countries (TurchinĽ 
β007). By the 1γ70s he had become estraňed ̋rom and disappointed with politics. 
He was hǐhly critical ő the contemporary traditions ő historiǒraphyĽ and based 
his work Muqaddimah on much more rational ̌rounds (OláhĽ β016). 

‘źvery subject that is understandable and realĽ’ ľ Khaldun says in his ̋oreword to 
the Muqaddimah’s openiň chapterĽ ľ ‘requires an individual discipline.’ 
(KhaldunĽ 1γ7ő). 

He describes human civilization as an independent discipline which explains the 
phenomena and intensions resultiň ̋rom the essence ő society. His work deals 
with the manǎement ő an individual household or ő a whole city. He considered 
his researches unique. The Muqaddimah is an e̋̋ort toward the rationalĽ and an 
attempt at realiziň the account ő historical events throǔh a presentation ő 
causes and e̋̋ects. (Chapra; β01Ő) 

Khaldun today is considered a pioneer ő sociolǒy and Islamic economicsĽ and an 
outstandiň ̋ǐure ő Islamic philosophy. (TóthĽ β01ő; OláhĽ β016) 
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3 Key words 
Chap-

ter
 migration / 
emigration

 TAX/ 
taxation  yield  assess-

ment  Moral  Sol-
dier  army  Jealou-

sy
 Prop-
aganda

 auth-
ority  TOTAL

I. 7 Ő γ β β ř β7
II. 1 β γ
III. 6 ŘŐ β 1ő 1 βő 1Ő 1 γ Ő6 1ř7
IV. γ γ 1 1 1 β 11
V. β β 1 ő
VI. β 1 1 Ő
Sum 12 96 4 15 1 32 18 4 5 60 247  

Table 1 
Source by authors 

The reader is introduced to the Muqaddimah throǔh an introductory material by 
Kitab al TbarĽ which in the above table is meřed Chapter I (human civilization). 
The Muqaddimah is contains six chapters: 

 Chapter IĽ Human civilization in ̌eneral 

 Chapter IIĽ Bedouin civilizationĽ savǎe nations and tribes and their 
conditions ő li̋eĽ includiň several basic and explanatory statements 

 Chapter III On dynastiesĽ royal authorityĽ the caliphateĽ ̌overnment 
ranksĽ and all that ̌oes with these thiňs. The chapter contains basic and 
supplementary propositions 

 Chapter IV Countries and citiesĽ and all other ̋orms ő sedentary 
civilization. The conditions occurriň there. Primary and secondary 
considerations in this connection 

 Chapter V On the various aspects ő makiň a liviňĽ such as prőit and 
the cra̋ts. The conditions that occur in this connection. A number ő 
problems are connected with this subject 

 Chapter VI The various kinds ő sciences. The methods ő instruction. 
The conditions that obtain in these connections. The chapter includes a 
pre̋atory discussion and appendices  

The ̌iven key words appear in the text on 116ő occasions. Żocusiň on instances 
when two or more the above key words appear in the same passǎe (typically in 
the same sentences) we ̋ound the number ő hits to be examined with qualitative 
content analysis reduciň to γγγĽ appeariň on ő6 pǎes. We ̋urther reduced the 
text ̋or examination with the Pearson CorrelationĽ resultiň in βŐ7 hits on γ7 
pǎes. 

Chapter III. deals with the issues ő ̌overnmentĽ administrationĽ and buďet. This 
chapter sees all but one key words occur in most cases within the same passǎe. 
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4 Analysis of the Muqaddimah 
Accordiň to Ibn Khaldun’s observationĽ when the rule ő a dynasty běinsĽ the 
nomad Bedouin ̋orm ő li̋e is replaced by the settled ̋orm ő li̋e. The ̌roup 
solidarity typical ő the ̋ormer disappearsĽ and hence̋orth the cohesive power ő 
society is provided by political power. (KhaldunĽ 1γ7ő; OláhĽ β016). Political 
power can be created throǔh the establishment ő a mercenary armyĽ whose 
qualities are de̋ined by the tax systemĽ the amount ő ̌ained income. The tax 
system depends on the e̋̋iciency ő public administration and the people workiň 
in itĽ ̋rom decisionľmakiň politicians to civil servants. Authority and the tax 
systems vary dependiň on the capabilities ő the people manǎiň administration. 
The e̋̋iciency and social approval ő the tax system are in̋luenced by whether 
those in power ̌overn the country respectiň laws or bendiň them to their will.  

Taxation is the lěal income ̋or the state. There is a wide raňe ő tax burdens 
̋ollowiňĽ as described aboveĽ a rule that is wellľde̋ined in time: ‘It should be 
known that at the běinniň ő the dynastyĽ taxation yields a laře revenue ̋rom 
small assessments. At the end ő the dynastyĽ taxation yields a small revenue ̋rom 
laře assessments’ (KhaldunĽ 1γ7ő) 

In the běinniňĽ the dynasty collects the taxes mandatory by relǐious lawĽ which 
are maximized and ő low amount. Low taxes have a stimulatiň e̋̋ectĽ whereas 
hǐh taxes have něative e̋̋ects on the whole ő the economy (KhaldunĽ 1γ7ő; 
OláhĽ β016). At the běinniň ő a dynasty lower state incomes cover the 
expenses. The solidarity ő the Bedouin tribes is still aliveĽ so it costs less to 
maintain a state and its army. 

Throǔhout the li̋e cycle ő a dynasty expenses ̌row drasticallyĽ when the nomad 
habits wear ő̋Ľ luxury ̌rows and taxes do not cover expenses anymore. Khaldun 
disapproves state expenses ̌ettiň out ő hand and encourǎes ő̋icials to practice 
sel̋ľcriticismĽ presentiň several historical examples. The development ő 
civilization comes with ̌rowiň state expenses. The ruliň class has a ̌rowiň 
need ̋or luxury. 

At this pointĽ the dynasty is in the phase ő decrepitudeĽ its expenses are constantly 
risiňĽ but it is unable to collect the taxes ̋rom more remote areas. ‘Now the ruler 
invents all kinds ő new taxes levied on the various ̌oods. He imposes a ̋ixed 
amount ő tax on market prices and on the value ő ̌oods carried throǔh the city 
̌ates.’ In the last phase ő a civilization burdens become so hǐh thatĽ as ̌oods 
vanishĽ markets start to stǎnate (KhaldunĽ 1γ7ő; OláhĽ β016). 

Taxes ‘lay a heavy burden on the subjectsĽ makiň them hunch.’ Continuous tax 
raises make the payment ő taxes a ‘mandatory habit’ ̋or subjects. ‘When the 
raises cross the line ő reasonablenessĽ subjects become resǐned about activities 
̋or the expansion ő the civilizationĽ since a comparison ő bene̋its ǎainst 
liabilities means bene̋its are so small subjects lose hope’ (KhaldunĽ 1γ7ő). 
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Because ő the ̌rowiň levels ő tax and the ̋alliň tax incomesĽ the ruliň class 
in certain cases may try to increase its incomes by ‘inter̋eriň with trade and 
ǎriculture.’ In order to improve the balance ő the buďetĽ the ̌overnment 
embarks upon ǎricultural activities and launches its ̌oods on the marketĽ leadiň 
to ̋alliň pricesĽ loss ő ̋unds ̋or market operators and ̋urther loss ő tax 
revenues. This loss ̌enerates a rise in tax levels and tari̋̋s appear. 

I̋ the ̌overnment reduces its expenses and the ruliň class provides the servants 
with smaller payments or spends its sources improperlyĽ the purchasiň power ő 
the subjects dropsĽ the market shrinksĽ which ǎain leads to a loss ő tax incomes 
(KhaldunĽ 1γ7ő; OláhĽ β016). 

Khaldun did not support the ̌overnment becomiň a market operator. He 
considered the use̋ul spendiň ő tax incomes as a means ő economic stimulus. 

mǐration taxation yield assement moral soldier army jealousy propǎanda authority

Pearson 
Correlation

1 -,197    -,161     
Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

Ľ1Őő ĽřγŘ Ľ710 Ľ77Ř Ľβγ6 ĽŐř7 Ľőγβ ĽŐř1 Ľ7γβ

N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

ľĽ1ř7 1 ,632** ,814**  Ľ1ŐŐ Ľ1γő    

Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

Ľ1Őő Ľ000 Ľ000 Ľ700 Ľβř1 Ľγββ ĽŘŘβ Ľř0Ř Ľ7Řβ
N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

 ,632** 1 ,777**  ľĽ1β6    ľĽ11γ
Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

ĽřγŘ Ľ000 Ľ000 ĽŘβő Ľγőő ĽŐ7γ Ľ71Ő Ľőř1 ĽŐ07
N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

 ,814** ,777** 1       
Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

Ľ710 Ľ000 Ľ000 ĽŘ61 Ľő7Ő Ľő6ř Ľ771 Ľ66ř Ľő0Ő
N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

    1     ľĽ110

Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

Ľ77Ř Ľ700 ĽŘβő ĽŘ61 Ľő7Ř Ľ666 ĽŘβő Ľ7Ő6 ĽŐβ1
N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

ľĽ161 Ľ1ŐŐ ľĽ1β6   1  Ľ1Őř   

Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

Ľβγ6 Ľβř1 Ľγőő Ľő7Ő Ľő7Ř Ľř60 Ľβ7β ĽŐřŘ Ľ61γ
N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

 Ľ1γő     1  ľĽ1ŐŐ Ľββγ

Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

ĽŐř7 Ľγββ ĽŐ7γ Ľő6ř Ľ666 Ľř60 Ľ6ř1 Ľβř1 Ľ0řř

N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

     Ľ1Őř  1Ľ000  ľĽ11γ
Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

Ľőγβ ĽŘŘβ Ľ71Ő Ľ771 ĽŘβő Ľβ7β Ľ6ř1 Ľőř1 ĽŐ07
N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson       ľĽ1ŐŐ  1 ľĽ1ő1
Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

ĽŐř1 Ľř0Ř Ľőř1 Ľ66ř Ľ7Ő6 ĽŐřŘ Ľβř1 Ľőř1 Ľβ6ő

N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6
Pearson 
Correlation

  ľĽ11γ  ľĽ110  Ľββγ ľĽ11γ ľĽ1ő1 1
Sǐ. (βľ
tailed)

Ľ7γβ Ľ7Řβ ĽŐ07 Ľő0Ő ĽŐβ1 Ľ61γ Ľ0řř ĽŐ07 Ľβ6ő
N ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6 ő6

jealousy

propǎanda

authority

**. Correlation is sǐni̋icant at the 0.01 level (βľtailed).

Correlations

mǐration

taxation

yield

assement

moral

soldier

army

 
Table β 

Pearson correlation analysis 
source by authors 

Throǔhout our examinationĽ we considered the absolute value ő the di̋̋erences. 
In his workĽ Ibn Khaldun presented mǐration and emǐration within the context ő 
the civilization development ő Arabic tribes and the rise and ̋all ő states. The 
Pearson correlation coe̋̋icient hǐhlǐhted deeper correlations within the text. 
Based on the correlation between taxation and yieldĽ assessment and tax incomes 
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Khaldun says taxation is the basis ̋or the development ő civilization. It is the key 
income source ő the ̌overnment to manǎe. Khaldun only has něative examples 
ő other types ő buďetary incomesĽ e̋̋ectiň both the economy and people’s 
̋inancial state in a něative way. 

The term migration appears in the Muqaddimah re̋erriň to the conditions ő 
Bedouin tribes in the period be̋ore the ̋oundiň ő the state. AlsoĽ a̋ter the ̋all ő 
the stateĽ emǐration is ̋ollowed by immǐration to another area. 

MoralsĽ althoǔh with little emphasisĽ clearly make it the responsibility ő the 
state to revive society and take care ő the economic conditions ő the country. 

Jealousy, propaganda and army are all correlated in the text with authority as the 
representative ő power. 

Khaldun says the state itsel̋ is dependent on tax incomes and the army. This 
statement is supported by the Pearson correlation coe̋̋icientĽ as well. 

Wishiň to analyze the hidden content ő the MuqaddimahĽ we resorted to the 
word cloud technique. 

Based on the results ő the analysis we can say that ̋rom amoň the key words 
there are three that determine the Muqaddimah’s content. These are: taxationĽ 
army and authority. 

We di̋̋erentiated between the key words as beiň primary or secondary. The 
primary ones are the three aboveľmentioned wordsĽ and there are six others we 
may call secondary key wordsĽ determiniň the primary ones. We ̋ound that ̋ive 
ő the key words describe the context ő the Muqaddimah’s apparent and hidden 
content: taxation, yield, assessment, army, and authority. 

Khaldun’s above opinion (‘the state itself is dependent on tax incomes and the 
army’), which we had determined from the hidden content of the text, was further 
confirmed by word cloud analysis. 

The main theme ő our analysis was taxationĽ determined by Chapter IĽ Chapter III 
and Chapter IV. We proved that political power can be created throǔh the 
establishment ő a mercenary army whose qualities are de̋ined by the tax systemĽ 
the amount ő ̌ained income. 

A̋ter a content analysis ő the MuqaddimahĽ we can say that the sa̋ety ő a 
country depends on taxationĽ which is a key instrument ő a ̌overnment’s 
̋inancial policy. 



Management, Enterprise and Benchmarking in the 21st Century 
BudapestĽ β017 

 

 

ŐŐŘ 

 
Żǐure 1 

Word Cloud analysis 
Source by authors 

5 Actuality our analysis 
Pushiň the moral panic button is a new expression to describe the actions ő the 
Huňarian ̌overnment about mǐration. Accordiň to Prőessor źndre SíkĽ such 
an expensive and loňľlastiň manipulation a̋̋ectiň all can hardly be ̋ound 
anywhere else in the world. źuropean Commission data show that the tendency to 
view mǐration and terrorism as key problems has increased sǐni̋icantly in the 
whole ő źurope. 

What is the use ő the buďet when pushiň the moral panic button results in 
̌rowiň xenophobia? 

We start our analysis with the MuqaddimahĽ published by Ibn KhaldunĽ the 1Őthľ
century Muslim philosopher then we are ̋aced with the ̌overnment’s intentions 
rěardiň xenophobia. We have experimented with applyiň patterns described by 
the leadiň ̋ǐure ő Islamic economics in order to understand the e̋̋ect mǐration 
and pushiň the moral panic button have on taxes. 
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6 Xenophobia today 
In the past β years xenophobia has ̌rown stroňer than ever be̋ore. The number 
ő xenophobes was hǐh in Huňary even be̋ore β01őĽ but at the same time the 
ratio ő xenophiles was hǐher. TÁRKI Social Research Institute has carried out 
surveys about xenophobia since 1řřβ. Their results show that the ratio ő 
xenophiles reached a low in β016Ľ a mere 1%. The ratio ő hesitant respondents 
was Ő6%Ľ the lowest value ő the past yearsĽ and the ratio ő xenophobes in β016 
was the hǐhest since 1řřβĽ incorporatiň őγ% ő the society. We can there̋ore 
state that more than hal̋ ő the Huňarians overtly reject everyone and less than 
hal̋ ő them are hesitant. 

 
Żǐure β 

Ratio ő xenophobeĽ xenophile and hesitant respondentsĽ 1řřβ–β016 (%) 
Sorce: Tárki Omnibusz 1řřβľ β016 

The mǐration crisis started in β01őĽ by the summer the ̋irst re̋ǔees appeared at 
our borders. People le̋t their homes in unprecedented numbers. Reachiň our 
countryĽ the situation came in handy ̋or the ̌overnmentĽ haviň lost popularity in 
autumn β01Ő and lookiň ̋or a theme it could use to quickly rěain people’s 
sympathy. Xenophobia seemed a theme like that. Throǔh the mediaĽ the 
̌overnment started to penetrate people’s mindsĽ tryiň to convince an already 
xenophobe nation with the messǎe that mǐrants’ intention is to stay in the 
countryĽ take Huňarians’ jobs and deplete the resources Huňarians had worked 
̋or (SíkĽ β016). 

A national consultation was conducted with rather sǔ̌estive questions makiň it 
clear ̋or the respondents what they were supposed to answer and think about the 
topic. ParallellyĽ posters appearedĽ rather manipulatiň than in̋ormiň the 
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population. At the consultation the ̌overnment received the answer it had 
expectedĽ so posters ̋looded the country ǎain. 

Althoǔh the re̋erendum on resettlement quotas was invalidĽ the ̌overnment 
declared it to be valid and communicated it as a success. So the posters and hidden 
manipulation in TV and radio spots had had an in̋luence on peopleĽ as a kind ő 
moral panic was běinniň to appear and xenophobia increased sǐni̋icantly in 
β016. Duriň the days ő the Olympic żamesĽ channel M1 showed TV spots ő 
the re̋erendum campaǐn 1Ő0 timesĽ and MŐ β11 timesĽ i.e. in ř days ŐĽβ1ř 
seconds ő ̌overnmental advertisement was broadcast on MŐĽ which is β0% ő the 
total time ̋or advertisements (RománĽ β016). 

 
Żǐure γ 

what do you think are the two most important issues ̋aciň the źU at the moment? 
Source by źuropean CommissionĽ β016 spriň 

All over źurope many politicians and daily newspapers questioned the actions ő 
the Huňarian ̌overnmentĽ since beiň an źU countryĽ Huňary has oblǐations – 
and there are certain oblǐations in a situation like thatĽ which are de̋ined by the 
żeneva Conventions. 

We ǎree with Prőessor źndre Sík in that lashiň up xenophobia was 
unnecessary. It is on the rise not only in our countryĽ but all over źurope. The 
tendency to view mǐration and terrorism as key problems increased sǐni̋icantly 
in the whole ő the źU. (SíkĽ β016) 

The data rěardiň Huňary are not outstandiň. Pushiň the moral panic button 
lashed up overt xenophobiaĽ but since autumn β01ő there have not been asylum 
seekers in Huňary (SíkĽ β016). 
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7 Hypothesis 
The civilization disease ő a country is buďetary overspendiň. These are 
̌roundless expenses that cannot be justi̋ied either ̋rom a moral point ő viewĽ or 
with a re̋erence to their success. Ibn Khaldun identi̋ies soľcalled ̌overnmental 
expenses ő luxury in the decline phase ő a dynasty. We classi̋y pushiň the 
moral panic button as an item ő this catěory. 

Conclusions 
Prőessor źndre Sík’s nonľscienti̋ic article and also our analysis point out that 
pushiň the moral panic button ̌enerated unjusti̋ied ̌overnmental expenses. The 
propǎanda was e̋̋ective (postersĽ press campaǐn)Ľ xenophobia did ̌row in 
Huňary. HoweverĽ rěardiň xenophobia the whole ő źurope produced similar 
dataĽ andĽ while the Huňarian ̌overnment was tenaciously stirriň up the 
̋eeliňs ő xenophobiaĽ other źuropean ̌overnments were not doiň soĽ but were 
lookiň at the events in Huňary uncomprehendiňly. 

Based on data ̋rom TÁRKIĽ i̋ the objective ő the ̌overnment was to increase 
xenophobiaĽ it could have been reached in all certainty without pushiň the moral 
panic button. 

Accordiň to Ibn Khaldun’s standpoint expressed in MuqaddimahĽ luxury 
expenses in every case ̌enerate a buďetary de̋icit that cannot be covered by tax 
incomes. Żor such expenses the ̌iven ̌overnment can only establish sources ő 
income that will lead to the impoverishment ő both the state and its citizensĽ and 
indirectly to the reduction ő tax incomes. 

Based on our examination this conclusion cannot be drawn. Our statement is that 
maintainiň the moral panic button is an expense that is unaccountable rěardiň 
its results. We believe that it is exactly the same type ő luxury expense as in the 
case ő a 1Őthľcentury Islamic civilization maintainiň the size ő an army to 
consolidate its power that the raised tax incomes and tari̋̋s cannot cover any more 
and keepiň the balance ő the buďet indirectly leads to the impoverishment ő 
the citizens. 
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